2022 POLICY PRIORITIES
ACCESS TO JUSTICE
Access to Representation Act (S.0081/A.1961): Constitutional protections do not apply to
immigration law, including the right to an attorney even though immigrants often face hostile
actions such as being arrested by federal agents, enduring months of detention in jails, and
deportation. This law would provide legal representation for low-income immigrants in New York
regardless of legal status. ASK: Pass the Access to Representation Act.
Community Health Advocates (CHA): CHA helps New Yorkers navigate today’s complex health
care system by providing individual assistance, outreach, and education to communities
throughout New York State. Since 2010 CHA has helped 337,000 New Yorkers – individuals,
families, and small businesses. ASK: Funding of $5.109 million for CHA.
Disability Advocacy Program (DAP): For over three decades, DAP has provided legal assistance to
low income disabled New Yorkers seeking Supplemental Security Income (SSI) or Social Security
Disability (SSD). DAP serves approximately 4,000 New Yorkers each year and has returned over
$1.1 billion to the state and local counties since its inception in 1983, making it one of NYS's most
long-lasting and respected legal programs. ASK: Funding of $9.26 million (inclusive of a 50%
county match) for DAP.
Homeowner Protection Program (HOPP): HOPP provides counseling and legal services to
distressed homeowners. Since 2012, HOPP grantees have served an average of 15,833 families per
year. Every $1 million invested in HOPP yields a return of over $5 million in tax and property cost
savings alone. ASK: Funding of $115 million for three years, at least $35 million for 2022.
Liberty Defense Program (LDP): The Liberty Defense Program helps immigrant New Yorkers
navigate the complex systems of naturalization, permanent residency, employment authorization
as well as representation through deportation screenings and other cases important for keeping
friends, coworkers, communities, and families together. ASK: Funding of $15.3 million for the
Liberty Defense Program.
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SOCIAL JUSTICE
Expand Access to Language (S.5236/A7428): NYS’s language access policy has not kept up with
the rapid growth and diversification of immigrant communities in the State leaving out large
groups of immigrant New Yorkers. This bill would require state and local agencies to provide vital
documents and forms in the 12 most common non-English languages spoken by limited English
proficient immigrants of five years or less according to the American Community Survey, as
published by the United States census bureau. ASK: Pass Expand Access to Language bill.
Updated Guidance for Transgender & GNC Students: New York State released guidelines for
transgender and gender non-conforming students in 2015 which have been extremely successful
in creating safer, more equitable school environments for New York students, and even cited at
the national level. However, implementation of these guidelines has been variable across the state,
meaning too many students are still being left behind. ASK: Release updated guidance for Trans
and GNC students.

ECONOMIC JUSTICE
Consumer and Small Business Protection Act (A.2495/S.6414-A): New York has fallen behind 39
other states in protecting consumers and small businesses against predatory practices. This bill
would allow New York to prohibit unfair, deceptive, or abusive acts and allow consumer to recover
damages. Enacting this bill into law is joint priority for Empire Justice Center and New York for
Responsible Lending. ASK: Pass the Consumer and Small Business Protection Act.
Fair Play in Employment Act: Too many employers abuse the independent contractor label to
evade responsibility for their workforce. This robs workers of basic labor standards, such as wage
and hour protections, health and safety standards, workers compensation, and unemployment
insurance. Currently, New York is behind 26 other states and uses a classification system that
especially hurts low-wage New Yorkers in nearly every industry from bike messengers and for-hire
drivers to app based workers, tutors, nail workers and night club workers. ASK: Pass the Fair Play
in Employment Act.
Protecting Patients from Health Provider Liens & Garnishments (A.7363/S.6522): Health
providers should not be allowed to place liens on patients' homes or garnish their wages. This bill
would eliminate both practices, protecting patients from liens against their primary residence and
wage garnishment due to money judgments arising from actions brought by hospitals. ASK: Pass
(A.7363/S.6522).
Public Banking Act (S.1762-A /A.8290): This bill creates a regulatory framework for local public
banks in New York, giving local governments the option to apply for a special purpose public bank
charter from the NYS Department of Financial Services. Through public banking, local governments
can invest in critical community needs and advance racial equity, resilience and sustainability in
communities hardest hit by COVID-19. ASK: Pass the Public Banking Act.
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