


ADA TEAM 





Commitment to ensuring that all qualified 
individuals have equal and full access to the 
judicial system

Operate its services, programs, and activities in a 
manner that is accessible to and usable by 
qualified individuals with disabilities

TYPES OF ACCESSIBILITY ISSUES: 

PROGRAM 

PHYSICAL



http://www.nycourts.gov/accessibility
/listbycounty.shtml



Administrative role 
• Liaison as Facilitator
• Cannot address ADA requests that 

impact a judge’s handling of 
pending court proceedings.

• Denials
• Chief Clerk or District 

Executive, in consultation with 
the ADA coordinator

• Denial of accommodation 
form

• Review 
• Request for reconsideration 

form

Judicial role
• Requests

• If you have a pending case 
before a judge or judicial 
officer and your request for 
ADA accommodation(s) will 
require a modification or 
otherwise affect the court's 
practices or procedures, the 
request should be made to 
the judge or judicial officer.

Examples
• Denials

• On the Record or other writing 
(not the administrative form)

• Appeals
• Appellate process





SCENARIO 1

The court received a letter from an ADA advocate in a Divorce proceeding claiming 
that the plaintiff has PTSD and is requesting the following accommodations:

1. Permission for ADA advocate to sit with the plaintiff during the  hearing
2. Additional time to process the information
3. Frequent breaks because of the stress
4. Someone to take written notes 
5. Free transcripts of the proceedings



SCENARIO 2

A litigant, who has diabetes, reports to the court for her hearing with a service dog.  It’s not apparent that 

she has a disability.

1. She is stopped at the magnetometers entering the court because of the dog.

2. She is now before the judge and requests the following:

a) A private area to test her blood sugar and administer insulin injections;

b) Breaks to test levels and administer insulin injections;

c) Permission to have food and water with her.



SCENARIO 3

A member of the public, possibly a litigant, is waiting on a long line to enter the court.  He appears to be 

uncomfortable.  When a court officer asks the gentleman if he is ok, he states that he suffers from terrible 

back pain and standing in the line is affecting his back.



ada@nycourts.gov


